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September/October 06 - Custom Made

We’'ve been spoiled in my family—it came with a built-in custom
craftsman.

My now construction supervisor older brother, let’s call him Kelly
(because that’s his name), always knew his way around a tool box
and an original design. Over the years, his carpentry, metal
working and bricklaying skills have garnered family members one-
of-a-kind cabinets, candle sticks, brick bedding walls and, most
recently for our mom, an I-could-live-here charmer of a garden
shed (see image below). The only problem is that, as a single
father of three boys, my brother isn’'t exactly as available as he
once was. So the family increasingly has been forced to go outside
of our DNA pool for our custom talent needs.

This issue, we devote 30 pages to our region’s most talented, and
reliable, craftsmen and women—from furniture and cabinet makers
to glass and tile designers, plasterers and decorative painters. We
also visit an outdoor-minded remodel in Ballard, this issue’s Home
of the Month (tour it on September 19), a beauty of a new
Bainbridge Island home. Plus, gardening columnist Ann Lovejoy
shares the joys of harvesting your favorite flower seeds now so you
can enjoy their blooms again next spring.

- Shannon O'Leary
Editor, NWH+G
shannon@nwhomeandgarden.com
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